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Often we visit a 
client’s home and 
notice that they have 
a shelf in their garage 
or shed devoted to 
storing paint and 
other household 
products – you all 
know who you are! �  
 
Perhaps you’ve never 
given much thought 
to how items like this 
should be stored.  
The first rule is to 
read the label.  If 
there is no label, put it 
aside to take to be 
disposed of (perhaps 
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Here's the perfect item for 
properties that must be 
frequently rekeyed as tenants 
move in and out. 

The Kwikset Smartkey 
deadbolt system lets you rekey 
your locks in seconds.  

The kit includes a lock and key 
plus a 'learning tool' that, when 
inserted along with the lock's 
original key, resets a lock. 

in your local 
community’s 
hazardous waste 
collection day). 
 
In particular, paint 
should not be stored 
in extreme cold.  A 
heated basement is 
fine, but your garage 
(even if it is attached) 
is not appropriate in 
our area (New 
England). 
 
Paint does not take 
freezing very well.  If 
you have no proper 
place to store the 
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paint, save 
yourself some 
aggravation.  
Dispose of it 
properly right now. 
(see 
http://www.mypow
ercouple.com/Writi
ngs/2008vol4.pdf 
for suggestions).  If 
you store it 
improperly, it is 
unlikely to be any 
good to anyone 
when you need it 
for future 
touchups. 
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Regardless of whether 
you have an acceptable 
place to store old paint, 

write down the 
manufacturer and color 

name and store it in a 
safe place.  Some people 

make a home 
improvement “scrap book” 

and store all this 
important information on a 
page specifically for each 

room.  Another place to 
record the information is 

on the back of a light 
switch cover before 

replacing it after you paint 
the room. 

. 

If you have the kind of 
garage doors with 
long springs that 
extend along the 
track that the door 
rides in, check to see 
if they have safety 
cables running 
through the spring. 
 

��	�
�����	�������������� �

You might be perfectly 
happy with your home, 
but it will probably be 
sold sometime in the 
future, either by you or 
by your heirs.  

At that time, you will 
want to include all the 
improvements you 
made during the entire 
time you owned the 
property in order to 
reduce taxable gains.  
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Newer garage doors 
all come with safety 
cables and the kind of 
doors with the springs 
mounted on the wall 
above the door when 
it is closed don’t need 
them. 
 
Safety cables contain 

Because the claimed 
improvements could be 
checked by an IRS 
auditor, you should 
know the cost of each 
item. Having a receipt 
would be even better.  

It's important to keep a 
running tab on additions 
and improvements to 
the property that 
includes dates and 
costs. 

Any work you have 
done on your home that 
adds value, prolongs its 
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Two young boys 
walked into a 
pharmacy and picked 
out a box of tampons.  

The man at the 
counter asked the 
eight-year-old if he 
knew what these were 
used for.  

The boy replied, "Not 
exactly. They're for my 
brother. He's four. We 
saw on TV that if you 
use these, you'll be 
able to swim and ride 
a bike. Right now, he 
can't do either one."  

 

the springs when 
they break.  Without 
them, the springs 
can fly around the 
inside of your 
garage and injure 
people or damage 
the contents of the 
garage. 

life, or adapts it to new 
uses counts. 
 
If you are currently 
deducting part of your 
home as a home 
office, repairs or 
improvements to that 
part of the house may 
be deductible now. 
 
Should you need any 
of this information 
about any 
improvements that we 
have done on your 
home, please just ask. 
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color in all the rows 
and columns in the 
large grid that have a 1 
in them.  
 
We chose 1 because 
there are several of 
them in the puzzle. 
 
Now observe. In the 
bottom middle region 
and the upper left 
region, what is the only 
possible location for 
the 1? 
 
This technique is 
called scanning, and 
you usually do it with 
your eyes. 
 
The difficulty rating on 
this puzzle is medium. 

At the annual Photo 
Marketing Association 
trade show in Las 
Vegas, makers offered 
cameras with smart 
features that border on 
spooky.  

Nikon's new Coolpix 
S550 has a new anti-
blink feature that lets 
you shoot up to eight 
people in a group. If one 
of them blinks, a 
message notifies the 
photographer.  

Many point-and-shoots 
now offer face-detection 
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“Man alone has the 
power to transform 
his thoughts into 
physical reality. Man 
alone can dream and 
make his dreams 
come true.” 

- Napoleon Hill 

 

  

technology. Last year, 
Sony included a feature 
that stops the shot if the 
subject isn't smiling.  

Sony's Cyber-shot DSC-
T300 has advanced 
face detection that 
detects child and adult 
faces and sets 
exposures. It has an 
eerie, but effective, 
editing tool that will 
literally put a smile on 
the face of a frowning 
subject.  

Panasonic's new Lumix 
DMC TZ5 and TZ4 have 

intelligent exposure 
modes that compensate 
for pictures that are too 
light or too 
dark.

 

Single Sudoku  
 
Sudoku is gaining 
popularity all across 
Europe and the United 
States.  Only logic and 
patience are required. 
No math is involved. 
Simply make sure that 
each 3x3 square 
region has a number 1 
through 9 and that the 
number only occurs 
once.  Each column 
and row of the large 
grid must have only 
one instance of the 
numbers 1 through 9. 
 
Here's a tip for 
playing. We call the 
3x3 squares "regions." 
With a highlighter, 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The power of listening  

Listening well is a job 
that takes plenty of 
work. To do it right, 
you have to pay 
attention and make 
appropriate eye contact.  

And you have to be 
thinking at the same 
time, not of something 
else but about what you 
are hearing. What's 
more, even if you think 
you have something to 
add, you can't interrupt. 
You have to wait your 
turn to comment or to 
ask a question.  

 

&�	����
�����&����$����&�
������'�	 �
�

In an earlier 
newsletter, we 
mentioned the “Power 
Couple” postcard 
mailings.  Over the 
course of this year, 
you should all receive 
three different 
postcards with this 
new “theme.” 
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PO Box 160 
North Billerica, MA  01862 

 
PHONE: 

(978) 455-1806 
 

E-MAIL: 
info@MyPowerCouple.com

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.MyPowerCouple.com 
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The virtue of thanking  

Thanking someone for a 
favor or extra help should 
be an automatic response. 
The one who should be 
thanked will notice if you 
don't do it.  

Sometimes people are 
embarrassed because they 
needed help or needed to 
be rescued. That shouldn't 
keep them from showing 
appreciation.  

Simple courtesy requires a 
“thanks” for little things. A 
note, email, or gift is better 
for a big thing like saving 
your life, literally or not.  

 

The importance of 
admitting  

Admitting that you don't 
understand is basic to 
getting more 
information.  But 
admitting that you will 
need help with a job or 
project is even more 
important.  

Some people won't 
admit to making a 
mistake. They are afraid 
that it will hurt their 
perfect image, bring 
more work or invite 
future blame. While 
pretending to be 
infallible, however, they 
may not learn or grow.  

In addition, we have 
updated our truck 
lettering to include 
our licensing 
information and the 
MyPowerCouple.com 
URL. 
 
We have also had a 

couple of signs made 
to leave in the yard 
during larger projects. 
 
So, you may be 
seeing our name 
around your 
neighborhood. 

 


